7O                            THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA.

When the Tathagata had finished his repast, he
gave blessings and went away from the palace, but
Rahula followed and asked his father for his inheri-

tance.
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No one prevented the boy, nor did the Blessed
One himself.                                                           10

Then the Blessed One turned to Shariputra, say-
ing : " My son asks for his inheritance. I cannot give
him perishable treasures that will bring cares and sor-
rows, but I can give him the inheritance of a holy life,
which is a treasure that will not perish."                  u

Addressing Rahula with earnestness, the Blessed
One said : "Gold and silver and jewels are not in my
possession. But if you are willing to receive spiritual
treasures, and are strong enough to carry them and to
keep them, I shall give you the four truths which will
teach you the eightfold path of righteousness. Do you
desire to be admitted to the brotherhood of those who
devote their life to the culture of the mind seeking for
the highest bliss attainable? "                                   12

And Rahula replied with firmness :  "I do."        13

When the king heard that Rahula had joined the
brotherhood of bhikshus he was grieved. He had lost
Siddhartha and Ananda, his sons, and Devadatta, his
nephew. Now his grandson had been taken from him,
he went to the Blessed One and spoke to him. And
the Blessed One promised that henceforth he would not
ordain any minor without the consent of his parents or
guardians.                                                                   l4

XXX. JETAVANA.

Anathapindika, the friend of the destitute and the
supporter of orphans, having returned home, saw the
garden of the heir-apparent, Jeta, with its green groves